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How ethnic interactions affect the stereotypes of Tibetan students in university
campus:
A case study of a minzu university in southwest China

Xie Yuqing (Hokkaido University)

‘Minzu-ronghe’, the blending of 56 minzu and ‘minzu-tuanjie’, the unity of 56 minzu are being
increasingly emphasized nowadays in China (National Ethnic Affairs Commission of the People’s
Republic of China Homepage). To achieve these two objectives, the role of education, especially
‘minzu’ universities is considered of great importance by the Chinese government, since it is a place
where the interactions among different ethnic groups take place every day. However, according to Yang
(2017), most Tibetan students, especially those who grew up in Tibetan districts, prefer to stay with
their own ‘minzu’, partly because of the stereotypes imposed on them by other ethnic groups.

In this preliminary study, I argue how the stereotypes of Tibetan students have been formed among
other ethnic groups’ students through the hidden curriculum in universities and how Tibetan students
have responded to it. Participant observation, semi-structured interview and group interview are applied
in this study. I spent two weeks investigating the daily life of Tibetan students in a minzu university
located in southwest China and interviewed some Tibetan students and students of other ethnic groups.

The preliminary findings suggest that the interactions through among Tibetan and other ethnic groups
through the hidden curriculum in minzu university may deepen latter’s stereotypes on Tibetan students,
and on some occasion, these interactions break the stereotypes. However, the former pheromone is more
common in my study. Another finding is that many Tibetan students have different experiences of
education, therefore their experiences of interaction with other ethnic group at the minzu university also
vary. Also, not only the Tibetan students who grew up in Tibetan district still feel a gap between them
and their Han counterparts. This phenomenon is also reported by some Tibetan students who grew up
in non-Tibetan district whose friends and classmates are mostly Han and who are kind to them. I also
found that some Tibetan students try to break the stereotypes and/or apply the stereotypes through self-

presentation to facilitate communications with students of other ethnic groups.

Reference

National Ethnic Affairs Commission of the People’s Republic of China Homepage,
https://www.neac.gov.cn/

Miaoyan Yang, 2017,Learning to be Tibetan: The construction of ethnic identity at minzu University

of China, Lexington

Keywords: Tibetan studies, interaction, stereotypes
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Effects of Living Conditions, Subjective Integration and Social Networks on Health-
Related Quality of Life among the Migrant Elderly Following Children in Jinan,
China
(BT Z NBENE, HEME, HSXANESEDREZEHXANR)

L NG QLUERKS

Abstract:

With accelerated urbanization in China, an increasing number of the migrant elderly following
children (MEFC) have appeared. This study aims to explore the effects of living conditions, subjective
integration, and social networks on the health-related quality of life (HRQOL) of MEFC in Jinan, China.
HRQOL was assessed by the 12-item Short-Form Health Survey, which included the mental component
summary (MCS) and the physical component summary (PCS). Univariate analyses and binary logistic
regression were used to investigate the association between the above indicators and HRQOL. A total
of 656 MEFC were selected by multi-stage cluster random sampling, 25.2% and 25.0% of whom were
defined as poor MCS and poor PCS, respectively. Those who understood the local dialect, could trust
others, and connected with friends were more likely to have good MCS; those with a nanny, faulty
elevator, and no support from their spouse were the reverse. MEFC who were trans-city, had no elevator
or a faulty elevator, and went to the hospital alone were more likely to have poor PCS; those who
approved of living conditions in their hometowns were the reverse. Results indicated that better living
conditions, stronger subjective integration, and wider social networks led to higher HRQOL of MEFC.
Implications of the government, communities, and families of MEFC were given to improve their
HRQOL.

Keywords:
A E (quality of life) , JEEIRHE (living environment) , fE&@4A (social integration)
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Rational Changes of Grass-roots Governance in Rural China in Recent Ten Years

ZUO Wenmin (Waseda University)

Under the long-term influence of the market and the state, grass-roots governance in rural China has
undergone profound rational changes in recent ten years. This article discusses the manifestations of
rationalization of grass-roots governance in rural China in recent ten years, and analyzes the structural
conditions and potential risks of this rationalization. Grass-roots cadres have undergone rational
changes in terms of working modes, treatment, and relations between township and administrative
village, which are embodied in normalization of grass-roots government affairs, standardization of
electronic-office, technicalization of governance approaches, procedural of administrative management

and impersonalization of government interaction.

The government is taking over the rural society in an all-round way, bringing village cadres into the
grass-roots administrative system, and bringing the needs of peasants into the public service system.
Various measures to rationalize grass-roots governance in rural China can be seen as "strengthening the
muscles and bones" of the grass-roots governance system, so that it can help the state with completing
major historical tasks such as poverty alleviation and rural revitalization. On the other hand, the self-
protection ability of peasants has been enhanced, which puts forward higher requirements for the
normalization and procedure of grass-roots governance. In short, the rationalization of grass-roots
governance in rural China is a spontaneous response to the increasingly open and highly mobile "urban-
rural China". The top-down "nationalism" and bottom-up "populism" jointly shaped the basic
characteristics of this rationalization.

With the further improvement of construction of state power, the grass-roots administrative system
is gradually developed, village cadres actively seek empowerment from the government. The emotional
links between village cadres and peasants are getting weaker, meanwhile public rules is enhanced. The
state took over the rural society through rational means, but the social autonomy of the rural society
declined. In essence, this rational change represents the change of the ethical legitimacy in rural China.

However, grass-roots governance system is a combination of rational system and "irrational" system.
grass-roots governance system should absorb both local traditional resources and valuable modern
resources. In particular, the significance of family ethics and village community ethics should be

recognized, and cultivate new rural social organizations to enrich the peasants’ spiritual life.

Keywords: grassroots governance, rationalization, dominant ethics
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Long-term Implication of Left-behind Experience on the New Generation of Migrant
Workers:
An Empirical Analysis Based on the 2017 China Migrants Dynamic Survey

LI DAN (Tokyo University)

Background: With the advancement of urbanization in China, amount of surplus rural labor gathers in
cities. Restricted by China's dual social structure of urban-rural division, the "spatial urbanization" of
migrant workers prevents them to enjoy the same social rights and public services as citizens. At the
same time, restricted by multiple factors such as family economic capacity, social network, and urban
social exclusion, they choose not to carry their children to the city in the process of mobility, thus
forming the problem of left-behind children. According to data released by the ACWF (the All-China
Women's Federation) in 2013, the number of left-behind children with absent parents was 69.7275
million, including 61.0255 million left-behind children in rural areas. By 2015, 103 million children in
China were affected by migration, with more than a third unable to live with their parents. Childhood
is a critical period of personal temperament and character shaping, and the original family has a
significant influence on the physical and mental development of children, at the same time, left-behind
experience (LBE) will also become a “personal brand” affecting the long-term development of left-
behind children. The new generation of migrant workers with LBE change jobs more frequently than
their peers, showing higher mobility, and the wage level is also lower than that of migrant workers
without LBE. However, the main research direction of the academic is the short-term implication of
left-behind of rural children, namely, the implication of left-behind experience on children's education
and health, and a few studies focus on the long-term implication of LBE.

Objective: This study aims to explain the influence mechanism of rural children's LBE on their
development, empirically analyze the long-term implication on individual employment quality and
human capital accumulation and expect to provide a useful reference for the long-term implication
research.

Research Methods: Based on the data of CMDS (China Migrants Dynamic Survey) in 2017, this study
evaluated the impact mechanism of LBE on the employment of the new generation of migrant workers
by confirmatory factor analysis and tested the impact of LBE on the employment of the new generation
of migrant workers by multiple linear regression model and propensity score matching method.
Research Results :

1. LBE affects the accumulation of human capital of the new generation of migrant workers, and thus
affects the employment quality of the new generation.

2. LBE significantly reduces the job stability of the new generation of migrant workers, that is, the new
generation of migrant workers with LBE show a more unstable job tendency.

3. Different forms of LBE have different effects on the employment of the new generation of migrant

workers.

Keywords: Left-behind experience; Long-term implication; New generation of migrant workers
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The Impact of China’s Geographical Indication System on Rural Society:
A Perspective of Urban-Rural Relationships

JIANG Shijun (Nagoya University)

Abstract: The Geographical Indications (GlIs) protection system and agricultural product branding
strategy have been widely implemented in the global agricultural sectors, particularly in emerging
countries, where they have reshaped the growth model and social structure in rural areas in recent years.
Existing research on the impact of Gls primarily focuses on the evaluation of branding and quality
management of agricultural products, whereas research from the perspective of regional sociology gives
more attention to regional vitalization, the advancement of rural area’s image, as well as potential risks
such as commercialization and even “de-peasantation”. Most previous studies, on the other hand, treat
the GI-designated region as a whole, ignoring the heterogeneity between regions within the same
agricultural product-producing area.

We conducted case studies in four urban villages in Xinhui District, Guangdong, to evaluate the
differential influence within the designated regions. In 2006, the local agricultural products “Xinhui
Citrus and Chenpi” were selected into the GIs. GIs and the following agricultural product branding
hasten the process of local village distinction. Lands and agricultural production are highly preserved
in those villages with resources such as ecological tourism or cultural protection, and they have become
representative cases of the current Rural Revitalization policy, put at the “frontstage” of rural
development. Villages with only agricultural resources are caught up in the urbanization and land
expropriation processes, and thus positioned at the “backstage” of agricultural development.

Despite the fact that China’s current GI system has a strong propensity toward protected
designations of origin (PDO), the reconstruction of “rurality” rather than “origin” is usually given
greater attention. The impact of GIs is not only the protection of agricultural industry, but also the
modification of the roles and attitudes of actors involved in rural development. This process encourages
the establishment of social networks comprised of local government, agricultural enterprises, and
agricultural producers with various farmland scales, which is a key reason why the GIs are causing rural

areas to be differentiated.

Keywords: Geographical Indications, rural differentiation, Citrus and Chenpi industry, Rural China
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