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Decisions on schools for Uyghur children in Xinjiang, P.R. China
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This article discusses the issues on school selection by Uyghur people in Xinjiang,
P.R.China. Every Uyghur family faces the decision on which language school, ethnic
language or Mandarin, for their children.

This article attempts to examine the issue in a holistic historical background. In
other words, focusing on the historical sequences that Uyghur sent their children to a
Mandarin school, it aims to review the factual cases and clarify the process until the
modern times.

The issue on school selection is not a recent phenomenon. Looking at the history,
Uyghur children started to be sent to a Mandarin school in 1950s. The number has
increased. The generation of those Uyghur who lost their own ethnic language was
created. The loss of ethnic language among the new generation in Uyghur society has
led to the apparent sense of crisis. This resulted in the widespread dilemma in school

selection for Uyghur family and society.
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