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ABSTRACT

Taiwan has been playing a special role in the controversies concerning the so-called
“Historical Perception Problem™ (& 525734 &, HPP, a term idiosyncratically coined to referred to
the problem pertaining to the way in which history is perceived) in East Asia. On the one hand, it is
either marginalized or even excluded in these debates; on the other hand, the “Taiwan problem,”
itself an “HPP,” has been associated with right-wingers in Japan, which leads to the impression that
Taiwan is on the “politically incorrect side” of history. As a result, Taiwan’s own HPP has been
either overlooked or misunderstood in previous discussions. This paper intends to shed new light on
Taiwan’s HPP by investigating it from a phenomenological perspective. Instead of seeing it as
struggles between two contesting “views of history,” this paper develops the concept of “frames of
war,” inspired by Judith Butler and Erving Goffman, and points out that there exist three intersecting
yet mutually conflicting “frames of war” in contemporary Taiwan. It is argued that these frames of
war, which shape people’s different understandings of the past and the present, can help us better
grasp the nature of debates concerning Taiwan’s HPP. In conclusion, it is emphasized that, in order
to solve the HPP, it is essential to transcend the nationalist frames, and such a principle should be

applied equally to all cases in East Asia rather than to merely a few specific ones.
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