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“Farmland” in the city: Toward Restructuring the City Using Functions

of Farmland for the Conservation of Ecological Urban Landscape
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Summary: This research is to evaluate functions of farmland in urban areas for
supplying urban residents with crops and utilizing kitchen waste from houses to
fertilize and identify present situation of management activities by farmer and urban
residents from the viewpoint of contributing to evoking fore —mentioned functions
of farmland in urban areas. The main findings are as follows. (1)Spatial analysis
of prime farmlands for crop productivity by the distance from nearest railway station
illustrated that the distribution patterns of prime farmland are similar to that of
urban area. (2)The smaller the farms and the more interspersed they are, the greater
the sufficiency of compost is. Meanwhile, farm products in small-scale farmlands with
sufficient compost satisfy the demand of those households providing kitchen. (3)The
Tokyo Metropolis has farmers who sell farm products into urban residents and accept
kitchen waste from houses to fertilize and urban residents who assist neighborhood
farmers on the farm. Based on these findings, I propose a list of considerations for
establishing planning about conservation of farmland in urban areas from the

viewpoint of improving urban environments
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Keywords: farmland in urban areas, environmental functions, multi—crop agriculture,
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