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   As the pace of transnational human movement continues to accelerate, border controls are being 
tightened against illicit migrants in many states. Militalisation of border controls and increasing 
deaths at the border areas often call to mind ‘a process of war’. It is no wonder that some use the 
term ‘war on illicit migrants’ to describe the situation. In this sense, it can be said that the war on 
‘boat people’ has been underway in the northern coastal areas of Australia since the Tampa incident 
of 2001. One of the most remarkable features in this war is the emergence of a novel kind of border 
politics.   
   This paper examines how new borders have been created in order to exclude ‘boat people’ from 
Australian territory, shedding light on the policy mechanisms of the Pacific Solution, which was 
implemented after the Tampa incident until 2008 and which resumed in 2012. The Pacific Solution 
comprises two elements: the first is the interception of asylum seekers and their removal to detention 
centres in Nauru and Papua New Guinea; and the second is the excision of certain territory from 
Australia’s migration zone. It is noteworthy that while Australia's borders stretch outwards into the 
Pacific, they shrink by decreasing the migration zone. The meaning of ‘deterritorialised border 
politics’ is also considered in terms of the capacity to preserve the sovereignty of nation-state based 
on its territory. 
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