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Australia’ s War on ‘Boat People’

Creating Fluid and Deterritorialised Borders of Exclusion
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As the pace of transnational human movement continues to accelerate, border controls are being
tightened against illicit migrants in many states. Militalisation of border controls and increasing
deaths at the border areas often call to mind ‘a process of war’. It is no wonder that some use the
term ‘war on illicit migrants’ to describe the situation. In this sense, it can be said that the war on
‘boat people’ has been underway in the northern coastal areas of Australia since the Tampa incident
of 2001. One of the most remarkable features in this war is the emergence of a novel kind of border
politics.

This paper examines how new borders have been created in order to exclude ‘boat people’ from
Australian territory, shedding light on the policy mechanisms of the Pacific Solution, which was
implemented after the Tampa incident until 2008 and which resumed in 2012. The Pacific Solution
comprises two elements: the first is the interception of asylum seekers and their removal to detention
centres in Nauru and Papua New Guinea; and the second is the excision of certain territory from
Australia’s migration zone. It is noteworthy that while Australia's borders stretch outwards into the
Pacific, they shrink by decreasing the migration zone. The meaning of ‘deterritorialised border
politics’ is also considered in terms of the capacity to preserve the sovereignty of nation-state based

on its territory.
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Boat arrivals by calendar year 1979 to 2013 and
financial year 1989-90 to 2012-13
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KFFEOH _FEICELND B LR DO, [BEY =2 Mo SNz ) TITHS
BICEEL LSIFEELER—- =7V ThD, ZFBUFIL. 20 [BEY—2 ) 2R
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EWVWIFETH D, LT, BRRICHTHE TN,

1) IBFEV—21 DR (excise)

%1% — > (migration zone) | & (X, A — A F 7 U 7 EEEZ -2 0 ABNAENICAE,
WAET D720 EF N LE R M A 69, 2001 4 9 A ICBEENRESN DS E T, (BEY
— ) OBERIIEMELOBER LIZE—B L TWEY, L IARKEICEY —HoxT Y 7R
By —r ) oA SINTZEDIC, ZMNELTHY 2R LZEMNYHICHERFE LT D
ZEDTERWHEEMNAELDL Z LIZhoTc, ZMOBELICE IR FNTZEE o726,
ZZETIONLE LKIEFTXAE~BLAADOTHTZ, LS &G < U AHIE(
SNT=DThD,

ZONLL VIEFAR— =7 AREFICEH IS, TBEY — ] OBERRED L S I
HEnLo &, R— =T NLUANDO N EITIHM S EEE RKIF SR\, WEIE-> TR
ANQREIZHK L TORNBIZENDER 2O THS, Lirh, TOEMIREMN N OELEI
AT D, 7ok 20X 2002 4 12 A, YROBRMIEIEA—A N7 U THEHRO 45D

#* HBOZEMNEEZ GV ONOEADE LR, ABEELTHTHREED ) —T7+—2 5
IS HIN BB TBEY —v ) I2E&FENnTWRhsT-,



(Bernier, Dorre, Dirk, Hartog, Faure) %238, BV —2 | ORAT D2 24 R/ICHT
Too HEHFHE LEEBDND AP E ZRELLMPEORBLTHEAINTENLLTHD, 25
M, EBICIEZOMMBIEEREE TIER A Y 7 U NIRRT i TH 5 2 & H3H
T 2L, [BAEY =] 235 OBRIMNIHLHITHIE 4172 (Coombs 2005)

L AT, AFET TS EERL TU 5 excision ITHIBR-CHH 2 BEW T 2 FIHECTLH
Do 23U v M excision DFEN D WEWE LWL LTCBEZ 1A v a v b ) R
B HED RS AR T 28T 5 L9 (Balint 2005: 121), [BEY —2 ) B ORI &
WO BORERIIZIE, HEO—8NS=nb AR — hE—TNVDOEZFICL->-TEIND DX
BB EFRAND ZENTE LY, EHICHOSEOMBEEZZET IR BIE, v 7 4 v
7« Y a—3 3O solution &V EEEANICKHTHBORICME S Z LI EZ 2T 5mE D
Wh, Zhv—ay7iE IFRra—2 s EEFETERWICLTH, ZBMICED ZOFEOM
HIZ, BRELTZHBEZHST, BODOMECRET D22 L2 BMLEEFITAEZRHE L
TW5] L L TS (Grewcock 2009:4) *, =9 L-SHE VT, T#HE4 ABE LTH
972 (Don’t humanise the refugees) | &9 L'V w7 Z{EFDEPIREIZ L D FEATLH~
DL bIHET 5%, £ I, B— N E— T A~OEEIC BT AE EE & ORI £ K
HIETHEBLIEBNOEEZHH,E D ENTEDLEA D,

2) IREZEMEIELI-Z5ET

R L72 X912, 2001 9 AIZ TBEY —v ] ORISR SNTEDIE, 14 Fxry
TIZEL , FMAREDOHENT 7 VAT RS, TVaET « VT 4 Tk, 22 XH%E
Tholz, D% 2005 F7 AIZIZE HIZHRA= Y THIERE I, 2—F v —fHE L.
WA= 7 U 7N, dLEHEINB LT A —2 XT 2 FINDK 5000 O A6 812 - 7=
7T (M3 EBMR),

** solution DFEAFF A D final solution ZEEE 2 & U THH S 4L, BUF O SCETI strategy
WIZEWHLZ 5 TW5 (Crock et als 2006: 117),

% Senate Report on Children Overboard Affair, October 2002.

*7 Migration Amendment Regulations 2005 (No. 6) No.171 of 2005.
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1. Papua Now Guinda rocopnizos 0o sovoroignty of Lie ‘\-\//\ "“0 ,/

Australin oves & nuDer of isiancis wilhin tho Protocted VICTORIA ))

Zora \n tho Torres Stralt (Australan Troaty Serios, 1965 No 4). \ 4

2. Tho Coxal Sea islands Act {1966) was amondod in 1607 to S

mmnn.bwman-dtmcanlson Islands Teitory

AroUna FIZADHN and Migston
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SOUTHERN OCEAN

PGty Lo o s wab ¢ nmaﬁ;hﬂr TroaLces fof e Sonate Lesa
I "
Mmmummosm n Cctober 2002

MP 0573457 © Commonwssith of Australia, August 2005, GeoCat 83708

K3. 2005F 7 ABAICHITS T#BIEJ—2) hoDBRAT)7 (EEEHSYD)
(RRFHHEM K £ TE £ TV D) (Coombs, 2005 L 1 #ixd)

A DIERIZZENICEEDL T, 201248 HIT ANV T 4w/ « VU a—3 3 OFBNHE
TEENTZFAED 2013 45 HiC j:%%f«% ET DWVIZEM AR LN TE Y — )
BRI ENDICESTVES, ZRICEY . ZMDH LW BIFFNT 7R~ X A~
&ﬁékmaﬁofbioko$~he—fw*kof SN & D TFTE IR 2 ITHE A7
BH, DWVIHAT LE SO LERRTH D, DWICEMNOFELIX HHDIZHRNE D)
ELT, HCRMBEMEILLTLESTZDTH D,

AKE2WE TBEY—v] DORATHZ0HEDS., fidORIZEESE RN D HMFE
ITN—TDREIM-TebDTH D, EZTIEZOLEMIZHONT, A DOIEFTIZE
BNDZEAMNT-EHEREEN VA ZAERELBT., L0 ERAKR -~ LR
BRI N L BT TH D EFE LTS (Expert Panel on Asylum Seekers 2012: 52) ,
B, EMATICHTLERELEZANTEMN TORERENFINTICE EIZELNLD —F
T, FIUHE#ERFEETH, REERZ LICRITHTEIMNAY L7eHGEI10IE 2 o/ E H 56 A
SINBRNZEERFALTCBEZV, WbWbHI= T —E—7 L, ZMALCIREREZIT
IHERIN RSN TWNDDTH D,

BV —r ) OERER—FE—7 IS L CORBEICH EETITEIL, [HER] ©
BB Th %, 2001 ELIETO TBEY —r ) oERIT. ZEFOERSIZE L
TWie, RS LT—#HO [BEY —2 ] OfERiE, Z7v—av 7 Blkb L Hi2, %

* Migration Amendment (Unauthorised Maritime Arrivals and Other Measures) Act 2013.
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HUITRAT
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IWAFNZE DD Z E1d72\, Eo, ZFINOR— b E— 7L OEIT K E S —3 D BRI 56 [E
ICBTDIIEEHABROE LI L THR A— M= I 2 S8 e ERR D LB T
RIS OB S 28557,

ZORIZOWTEZRITIT TR T, A— ME—TAREEFIZE > TEHEDO LV, 1
MHED [EHEOREER] L TOREEZBELIELNTVDIOTIERW, il &
NI D (FRAE 2007a; 2007b), F 4~ OFEIKICH W CEF EHEOMMMEAERS B, AOBH)
DOEBIIEZ EHOITHEEZBRT D7D INTEEL R NTFEO—D2THH LWV Z D,
TEME] IZOWVWTREMIENDBE LTS « 77 X —d, AW, He & OBBEEEIC
i 2 THED FHIEAL N E N ORRIEHEIRIZE DD THEEZ LA O < T2 LTS (Krasner
1999) *, ZhiE, ENTOBIANZ#ERT 2 LT, ESEERICBVTEMD HERT I L
PR THDZ L EEE LTS,

FOBEKRT, RN T 4w« I Va—aMiT LI YBEOANT — NEHENZH LT
WK —— [ —ZXA N T VT IEEHEFTHY, ZOELICHENSAEL, WETX5D
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L T\ % (UNHCR, Asylum and Migration, 2015 /-3 A 1 H EUf&,
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